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MILESTONES 
 

Baptisms 
 

Jack MacCormac Ackerley 
Kate MacCormac Ackerley 

Amelia Lynn Ann Sare 
David John Gorden Walden 

Ethan Lee Coolen 

 
 

Marriages 
 

Neil Robert Lovitt & Christina Catherine Townsend 
 

 

Deaths  
 

--- 
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The Minister’s Letter / Report 

 
It’s really hard to write an annual report on three months, as I’ve only been with you since October 1, 
2015.  I spent three months getting to know you, earning your trust and respect, learning the culture of 
St. Luke’s, how you live out your stated values, hearing your stories and sharing my own.  I’ve learned a 
lot about you, not everything, but lots. 
 

I’ve learned that you are quite independent.  St. Luke’s functions with or without a minister, you are 
committed to each other and the St. Luke’s community.  I’ve learned that your community includes a 
decent number of extremely committed folks as well as a larger number of people are decently 
committed, and even more people who have at least a connection to the St. Luke’s community.  I’ve 
learned that St. Luke’s thinks of itself as a community church, which is kind of cool.  It’s an evolution 
past the church as a social club.   
 

I’ve learned that there is a strong desire for outreach and great compassion for others, both those 
within the St. Luke’s community and those outside of it.  I’ve learned that there is a great theological 
spectrum, and that you respect each other’s theologies. I was also pleased to discover that there is an 
abundance of talent here and there are many people willing to share their talents: music, art, speaking, 
organizing, sewing, technology, cooking…you name it, someone can do it. 
 

There are a few ideas that I find exciting for 2016.  I’m looking forward to exploring issues of power 
and privilege with you, and discovering ways to take our learnings into the larger community as we 
explore the responsibilities that come with our privileges.  I’m excited to build connections between St. 
Luke’s and the wider church through presbytery and conference.  I’m really excited to pile a car full of 
teenagers to take them to conference!  I am looking forward to learning more about the wider 
community as we explore outreach possibilities and perhaps consider the potential for social 
enterprise.  I’m looking forward to challenging myself with a stewardship campaign and more art in 
worship! 
 

On a personal/professional level, I’m looking forward to relocating to HRM, however I suspect I will 
miss the opportunity to listen to so many great podcasts.  I’ve got a few creative projects up my sleeve: 
perhaps a children’s book, converting a one room, former church into a cottage and a class or two in 
stained glass.  I’m looking forward to finishing my time with the conference’s Annual Meeting and 
Planning Committee and working on promotion of Rendez-vous 2017, happening in Montreal. 
 
Much Gratitude and Respect for all you do, 
 
Annika Sangster 
 
 

minister@stlukesunited.ca 

902-826-2280 

  

mailto:minister@stlukesunited.ca


5 
St. Luke’s Pastoral Charge – 2015 Annual Report Welcome – Discern - Do 

The Chair of Council 

 
 

Reflections from 2015                 
 
February 7, 2016 
 
Each year can always be remembered because of the activity and impact from events we experience. 
The year 2015 was truly a year that challenged the St. Luke’s congregation to find a way that was 
reflective of our caring nature and welcoming disposition. As Chair of Council, I personally have lived 
many highs and lows as we found our way through uncharted waters and at times with significant 
discourse.  
 
We started 2015 with a diminishing congregation, and a significant change in our financial stability. Our 
dilemma as a whole, based on much dissatisfaction of countless congregants, with a newly acquired 
minister, threatened the future of our church. We took the necessary steps, working through 
Presbytery, to affect change for us and remedy this dissatisfaction. The determination of the leadership 
at St. Luke’s brought about a revitalized congregation and many returning members. The second half of 
our year has been tremendously positive and financially rewarding. We have achieved a financial status 
that was deemed impossible in June! The response from our church is both exciting and hopeful for the 
days ahead. 
 
More than ever, we see the need for all to take active roles in the life at St. Luke’s. There are many 
programs and events begging for support! The skills and talents of our people is second to none and 
we will continue to follow a path which sheds light on our world. The greater community has come to 
know this church as a meeting place, a center for wonderful ideas and a sanctuary for finding peace 
and hope. We can be proud of the efforts made by so many. We can celebrate the victories achieved 
throughout this year, and we can do so knowing there is a calmness and peacefulness in this place. St. 
Luke’s United Church stands tall in our community and you are welcomed to be part of our future 
successes.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Charlie O’Handley 
Chair of Council  
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Minutes from 2015 Annual Meeting 

 
The St. Luke’s United Church 2014 Annual General Meeting was held in the Sanctuary on February 8, 
2015 during the worship service.  Charlie O’Handley indicated that the Chair (Charlie O’Handley) and 
Secretary (Wendy Thompson) continue until the end of the Annual General Meeting. 
 
Attendance and Declaration of Quorum. 
 
Constitution of the Court:  The meeting was constituted in the name of Jesus Christ the one true head 
of the church. 
 
Adoption of the Agenda as printed in the bulletin:  It was moved by David Draper and seconded by Kris 
Stover.  Motion Carried. 
 
Corresponding Privileges:  A Motion of Corresponding Privileges was moved by Ron Bailly, seconded by 
Edna Cooke.   Motion Carried.  An attendance list is attached. 
 
Minutes of the AGM, February 2, 2014:  It was moved by Jim Sutherland and seconded by Jean 
O’Handley that the minutes of the 2014 AGM be approved as presented in the Annual Report.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
Minutes of Special Congregational Meeting, February 2, 2014:  It was moved by Jim MacDonald and 
seconded by Brian Pugh that the minutes of the February 2, 2014 Congregational Meeting be approved 
as presented in the Annual Report.  Motion Carried. 
 
Minutes of Special Congregational Meeting, March 16, 2014:  It was moved by Lori Dwyer and seconded 
by Linda Swim that the minutes of the March 16, 2014 Congregational Meeting be approved as 
presented in the Annual Report.  Motion Carried. 
 
Minutes of Special Congregational Meeting, June 22, 2014:  It was moved by Nancy Boutilier and 
seconded by Jeff Parks that the minutes of the June 22, 2014 Congregational Meeting be approved as 
presented in the Annual Report.  Motion Carried. 
 
Business Arising from the Minutes:  None. 
 
Ministry Facilitator’s Reports, Chair of Counsel and Presbytery Representatives Report:  These reports 
are printed in the Annual Report. 
 
As each Ministry report was submitted the Facilitator(s) said “We present the Annual Report of the 
[name of Ministry] to the Glory of God” and the congregation responded “We celebrate the Ministry of 
[name of Ministry]’s work over the past year.  May St. Luke’s continue to build on the foundation that 
they have help lay.” 
 
Motion re Trustees:  It was moved by Rose Dunlop and seconded by Rollie Swim that Harley Grimmer 
and Anne Grimmer be removed as Trustees.  Motion Carried. 
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Motion re 2015 M&S Allotment:  It was moved by Ruth Anne Sutherland and seconded by Brian Pugh 
that we pledge to contribute $16,273.00 to the Mission and Service Fund in 2015.  Motion Carried. 
 
Financial Report:  Kris Stover presented the financial statements for 2014.  Kris Stover indicated if 
individuals wanted a hard copy of the detailed financial statements, he would make them available.  It 
was moved by Kris Stover and seconded by Jeff Parks that the financial report be accepted for 
information as presented in the Annual Report.  Motion Carried.  
 
New Business: 
 
Presentation of 2015 Budget:  Kris Stover reviewed the budget for the upcoming year.  It was moved by 
Kris Stover and seconded by Jeff Parks that we approve the budget for 2015 as it appears in the Annual 
Report.  Motion Carried. 
 
Election of Council Facilitators – Nominations Report:  The Nominations report is printed in the Annual 
Report.  It was moved by Susan Boutilier and seconded by David Draper that the Nominations Report be 
accepted as the 2015 St. Luke’s Council and Administrative bodies.  Motion Carried. 
 
Adjournment:  There being no further business, the Chair declared the meeting adjourned. 
 
Wendy Thompson 
Recording Secretary 

Charlie O’Handley 
Chair 

 
 

In Attendance for Annual General Meeting 
 
Derek Dwyer Jean MacCalder Julie Tingley Harley Grimmer 
Lori Dwyer Martha Dorey Naaman Bush Jeff Parks 

Joanne Ellis Pat Swim Jack Connolly David Murray 
Mary Jean Laing Erin O’Rourke Harvey MacAusland Ralph Tingley 

Debbie MacIntyre Cheryl O’Rourke Margaret Murray Ruth Strubank 
Keith Stothart Dennis O’Rourke Wouter Roos Brian Williams 
Karen Stothart Rollie Swim Jennifer Roos Roger Cooke 

Andrew Howie Jean O’Handley Ruth Anne Sutherland Edna Cooke 
Katie Howie Heather Star Williams Marilyn MacDonald Ron Bailly 

Sam Howie Betty Bailly Jim MacDonald Myrla Shaw 
Paul Dunlop Rod Shaw Kris Stover Terry Adshade 
David Draper Carol Roberts Peter Mumford Scott Thompson 

Lillian Crant-Draper David Avis Brian Pugh Wendy Thompson 
Rose Dunlop Charlie O’Handley Susan Boutilier Kathi Zwicker 

Linda Swim Dana Pardy Nancy Boutilier  
Jean Campbell Naomi Stewart Anne Grimmer  
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Worship Report 

 

Living 

In 

God’s 

Heavenly 

Truth 
 

 

From January to May, 2015 Rev. Kathi Zwicker led our worship.  A Celtic service, new format baptism, 
Communion at the table and various visual symbols highlight the worship experiences. 
 
Upon the departure of Rev. Zwicker, a wide variety of worship services were held related directly to 
the many worship leaders during 2015.  Our lay pulpit supply leaders are to be commended for 
covering many of the services until Annika Sangster’s Presbytery appointment in September. 
 
Our worship services continue to use projection on a regular basis. Refinements made by the 
Communications team, especially the new ceiling mounted projector, helped greatly in this regard. 
Thanks to those who prepared the weekly PowerPoint and operated the audio visuals.   The use of 
projection led us to update our licensing programs with the major copyright organizations that 
specialize in worship related music.  We have licensing memberships with LicenSing, OneLicense.net 
and CCLI. 
 
There was music, music and more music, with special thanks to our dedicated Music Director, Dana.  
The new music pieces the Dana teaches us and the addition of drumming, etc. add to the worship 
experience. 
 
Our Sunday school and Youth Group continued to take an active role in some of our services.  The end 
of 2015 has seen a growth in our numbers for Sunday School – such a joy to have the children and 
youth in our worship. 
 
Besides our regular Sunday worship, there were a variety of Special services throughout the year, 
including   
 
Ash Wednesday 
Easter Sunrise at Peggy’s Cove 
Christmas Eve – three services of entirely different style, including 10pm communion and candlelight 
service 
 
Worship is a community of faith activity.   It is desirable to have participation from a wide range of the 
congregation.  We are always looking for new faces in many roles, including greeters, scripture readers, 
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storytellers, and Communion servers.  We welcome feedback and suggestions for our services.  Please 
note the convenient email below: 
 
worship@stlukesunited.ca 
 
St. Luke’s Joint Needs Assessment Report:  With the departure of Rev. Zwicker a committee was 
formed to prepare a Joint Needs Assessment document to start the process of calling a new minister 
for St. Luke’s.  The committee was chaired by Roger Cooke.  By early January 2016 the document has 
been prepared for review by Council and meetings held with representatives from Halifax Presbytery, 
Elaine Gray and Kathy McKay as per United Church policy. 
 
We look forward to the work of the Search Committee to bring a new worship leader to St. Luke’s. 
 
We encourage everyone to walk as Children of Light.  Thank you to all who participated in making our 
services come to life. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Wendy Thompson, Co Facilitator 
Dave Staples, Co Facilitator 
 
Statistics: 
  
Baptisms:  5 
Confirmations: 0   
Weddings: 1 
Funerals: 0 
Transfers In:  2 
Transfers Out:  2 
 
 
 
 
 

  

mailto:worship@stlukesunited.ca
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiYgMG7u8fKAhWq74MKHaqbDVsQjRwIBw&url=http://theologigal.com/2014/08/03/light-and-darkness/&psig=AFQjCNG8rs4LAnhyUNl4H31Ob-VPPH75jQ&ust=1453896263589766
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjj857Iu8fKAhVJvoMKHVjDDLoQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/noragovea/sun-rise/&psig=AFQjCNG8rs4LAnhyUNl4H31Ob-VPPH75jQ&ust=1453896263589766
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjhofeXucfKAhUJgYMKHV98DZ0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.notonthehighstreet.com/faithhopeandlovedesigns/product/light-shines-in-darkness-bible-verse-card&psig=AFQjCNG8rs4LAnhyUNl4H31Ob-VPPH75jQ&ust=1453896263589766


10 
St. Luke’s Pastoral Charge – 2015 Annual Report Welcome – Discern - Do 

Pastoral Care Report 

 
Pastoral care, as a ministry, had a tough year.  Without a committed facilitator, information did not 
flow as easily as hoped.  We were pleased to discover when we gathered (early in 2016) that pastoral 
care had most definitely been happening. 
 
What we did in 2015: 
 
-prayer shawl group (contact: Lillian Drapper) 
-Anna’s circle (contact: Vel Moulton-Pugh ) 
-Freedom Renewal Centre (contact: Lynn Stover for Marguerite Centre) 
-Soup Group (contact: Jean O’Handley) 
-Cards (contact: Julie Tingley) 
-Extra food sharing (contact: Jean O’Handley or Lynn Stover) 
-Pastoral Prayers (contact: Heather Starr Williams) 
-after church meals (contact: Lori Dwyer or Jean O’Handley) 
-mentoring/support (contact: the minister or Marilyn MacDonald/Outreach) 
-Individual personal “visits” (contact: the minister) 
-hospital visits (contact: the minister) 
 
Gaps we are aware of: 
 
-youth  
-visitation card 
-hospital visitation (calling family) 
-information on what we’re doing 
-tracking information 
 
New ideas for 2016: 
 
-record services to take to shut-ins 
- how we can support a youth group happening outside of Sunday morning 
-meals for those needing pastoral care  
-record book/communication about who is doing what 
-pew/visitation cards to reach out to new members 
-education about our new purpose statement 
 
With Gratitude and Respect, 
 

Annika Sangster 
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Faith Formation Report 

 
Children’s’ Worship is a vital and exciting part of St. Luke’s!  The Sunday School meets each Sunday in 
the Upper Hall.  We welcome children starting from age 4 up to school Grade 5.  Our leaders are 
Joanne Ellis, Cheryl O’Rourke and MJ Laing.  The Youth Group, for students in Grades 6 and up is led by 
Kathy Gamache and meets downstairs in the Freedom Renewal Centre(FRC).  The Sunday School and 
Youth Group Roll for 2015 consisted of approximately 25 children in total, with an average attendance 
during the school year of 5 children and 5 youth per week.  Wonderful kids who are enthusiastic, 
thoughtful young worshippers!  Spending time with them each week is a great blessing. 
 
The Sunday School and Youth enjoy opportunities to participate in weekly worship, and all aspects of 
St. Luke’s life, from helping with fundraising, providing refreshments at concerts, sponsoring a Foster 
Child through Plan Canada, to name just a few.  Our kids are encouraged to actively pursue their 
passion as an expression of their Christian Faith.  We follow the ‘Seasons of the Spirit’ Sunday School 
Curriculum, which is a Lectionary based program with lessons and activities tailored to students at 
every age and stage of learning.  The program is accessed on-line, easy to use, and provides all the 
tools and guidance you’ll need in an easy, accessible format.  We can always use help in the Sunday 
School and Youth Group, so please give it some thought and prayer.  Perhaps this is where God is 
calling you! 

Submitted by: MJ Laing 
 
Two worthy youth members of our congregation, Erin O’Rourke and Ben Harrison, were awarded the 
St. Luke’s Bursary at the Congregational picnic on June 21st. 
 
This year’s production by the St. Luke’s Community Players was the musical Oliver, performed May 8, 9 
and 10th.  Once again, Elaine Forhan led a dedicated team of individuals representing all ages from 
within our congregation and community. 
 
Over the winter months, a small adult study group met using the “Living the Questions” material from 
the United Church of Canada’s Audio Visual Education Library (AVEL).  This seven week study wrapped 
up with a lunch in the FRC.   
 
In April, a group called the St. Luke’s Nomads was formed.  The Nomads were a group of walkers, 
runners and hikers who participated in “Stroll for the Soul”.  For 21 days, registered Nomads received 
an e-mail of a spiritual practice, poem, reflection or photograph offering encouragement for mindful 
attention and accompaniment for walking, running and hiking.   
   
The St. Luke’s Miracle Walkers once again participated in the Relay for Life at the Bay on June 6th.  
Thank you to Pat Swim who was the Captain of our team for this Canadian Cancer Society event. 
 
Thank you to everyone involved in the Faith Formation Ministry of St. Luke’s.  We welcome all 
suggestions for future activities that will bring our St. Luke’s family together in Faith.  
 
Respectively Submitted, 
Debbie MacIntyre  
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St. Luke's Miracle Walkers...2015 Relay for Life 
 

On the evening of June 6th,2015 members of the St. Luke’s Miracle Walkers team gathered on the Sir 
John A MacDonald High School field in Tantallon to participate in the Relay for Life which is organized 
by the Canadian Cancer Society. The enthusiastic team of fifteen members included several survivors 
who were enthusiastically applauded during the victory lap.   During the hours from 6 PM to midnight, 
the team made their base at the tent provided by Rose & Paul Dunlop while our official team banner ... 
a very large hand painted baton (following the designated theme “Accept the Baton”) identified our 
home base.  In the darkness of the night our decorated team tent displayed the spirit and camaraderie 
of the members.   As the hours went by, participants took turns walking around the field with a small 
decorated baton, they paid tribute to friends & loved ones with lighted luminaries and supported each 
other.  A total of $2906.00 was raised by this year’s team along with the selling of at least 45 
luminaries, WELL DONE TEAM! Thank you, to all who supported us and volunteered their time and 
talents for this meaningful event.   
 

 Submitted by Pat Swim, Team Captain  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fellowship Report 

 
Over the past year our Fellowship ministry has been involved in some fun projects. We helped cater 
the cast party for Oliver, had a fabulous Easter tea party and an eye opening Egg hunt! We also had our 
traditional congregation picnic indoors due to the weather.  
 
Our Ministry is changing again and I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to my former 
Co Facilitator Christiane for all her hard work and patience. I will miss her laughter and I'm sure she will 
not miss having to rein in my over the top ideas! 
 
Thank you, 
  
Lori Dwyer  
Facilitator of Fellowship Ministry 
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Outreach Report 

The Outreach activities of St. Luke’s flow from our awareness of Who we are and what we do as part 
of the United Church of Canada.  Our weekly Minute for Mission story or video brings to life the work 
of the Mission and Service Fund of the United Church of Canada.  
 
St. Luke’s Reads project leading up to Easter focused on books about Malala Yousafzai.  An action 
resulted in letters to the Prime Minister urging the Canadian Government to make good Canada’s 
intention to Pledge towards the 2015-2018 Replenishment of the Global Fund for Education.  The 
Lenten Project raised funds for Los Quinchos School in Nicaragua through UCC Extra Measures.  
http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/global/extra-measures/education 
In response to needs raised at the AGM in February 2015, we attended SMB Seniors Sustainable 
Housing Workshop.  For more information, see http://www.bayseniors.ca/ahw2015.html 
  
The Mission and Service Fund provides support for local, national and international work  

Mission and Service Fund Contributions for 2015           $12 999.00         
Goal for 2015                 $16 273.00 

 

Specific World Outreach  
 Los Quinchos School, Nicaragua (a UCC partner)         $1 230.50 
 Sunday School Foster Child               $468.00  
 UCC appeal for Syrian Refugee Relief                                                        $1 855.00 

  
Local Outreach  
 

    Food Bank   
Thank you to Paul Dunlop for faithfully guiding this project 

 Cash Donations                    $605.05 
 Food and Personal care items donated to Food Bank   
 Over 200 bags of food donations 
    Brunswick St Mission 
 Mitten, Socks, Hats, White Gifts as well as 45 Filled Socks  
   Local Support  
 White Gifts, Gift Cards         

 

Christmas Sharing Warm Feet Warm Hearts 
Sock It to Them                $360.00   

 Contributions to St. Luke’s Benevolent Fund                       $410.00 
 Other Contributions for Christmas Sharing                       $440.00 
   Total                                   $1 210.00 
 

St. Luke’s projects, The Extra Measures School Project and The Christmas Sharing Warm Feet Warm 
Hearts were supported by community donations in addition to those from our congregation.  Thank 
you to community groups and individuals who honour our work.   
 
Respectfully Submitted by 
Outreach co-Facilitators: Marilyn Macdonald and Ruth Anne Sutherland  

http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/global/extra-measures/education
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Freedom Renewal Centre Report 

The FRC has continued to function as a safe place to gather with support from several people. It is 
fortunate to have the leadership of Lynn Stover and her team, who have worked tirelessly for the 
benefit of the ladies from the Marguerite Center. The monthly Thursday programs have been varied 
and have given participants many opportunities to explore and reflect their position in life. Great meals 
have always been the signature of the FRC, and this tradition has continued. Whether the meals were 
prepared by our own St. Luke’s team, or the volunteers from St. James, our guests always went home 
full and satisfied. 
 

The FRC attempted to draw a response from our senior population and begin meeting with ideas from 
that group. During a three-week period in Fall, questions were asked via survey, what interest our 
seniors might have in attending sessions at the FRC. Recognizing the SMB Seniors Association was 
active and positioned in our area, a meeting and discussion was had with their representative to see if 
FRC could join their effort, or share space with them. The end result was not clear how to help each 
other, or in fact whether the FRC might be a duplication of programs already in place. The meetings 
between FRC and the Community Health office also did not result in action. This group was willing to 
respond to our survey results, but there were only three surveys returned, and none offered any true 
indication of a desire or need to be met. 
 

Needless to say, time became the enemy as it so often does. The other events of our church 
community kept this facilitator quite busy and forever deferring ideas for FRC development. A second 
group to be targeted was the youth of the area. The contact initially made with our high school 
disappeared in the Fall when the involved staff transferred, and no clear connect with students 
remained. FRC was not wanting to reproduce a program the students had at their school and it became 
unclear how the FRC might offer interesting and wanted programs to youth. This will need to be 
further researched. 
 

The FRC might need to rethink its purpose and its ability to function as reflected in its history of the 
past three years. As a ministry which grew from a specific time and purpose, there has been change. 
Change in the initial purpose of target audience, and change in the volunteers stepping up to carry the 
torch! It would be reasonable for FRC to align itself with Outreach, or an off-shoot of Pastoral Care. 
There are probably other good ideas to think about which will allow the FRC to continue a life in our 
church, but probably not the life it has known. 
 

Please accept this report of our FRC with the spirit it has been written. 
  
Charlie O’Handley, Facilitator 
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Stewardship Report 

 
This last year was a challenge for the Stewardship Ministry at St. Luke’s.  The plan to get the 
congregation to become more comfortable with how they could support the church with their time, 
talents and money was over shadowed by events within the church that were beyond the 
Stewardship’s control.    Stewardship lost one of its co-chairs early in the year and the difficult 
departure of the newly appointed ministry changed the priorities of the Stewardship Ministry.  As the 
year passed, a new co-chair, Jean O’Handley, joined Roger Cooke on the Ministry.   
 
The congregation’s givings and attendance dropped dramatically in the first 6 months of the year.  The 
number of people using PAR decreased and by May the church was looking at large deficit.  The first 
two fundraising events, Winter Wake-Up Concert and the, “Donna and Andy Show,” had their 
attendance impacted by a winter storm.  The weather again delayed our Shrove Tuesday Supper until 
May which did not have the draw the number of people if it had been held on the original date.  
Stewardship has realized that Church suppers are not as profitable as they once were.  Smaller, after 
church luncheons realized as much profit as a full supper. 
 
Two new events proved to be well received by the church and the community.  These two events were 
the Peggy’s Cove Art Festival and the Fall Family Fun Fair.  There were lessons learned from the events, 
which will be implemented in the 2015 events.  St. Luke’s Spring Plant and Garage Sale and Christmas 
Craft Sale continued to be a great success.  Another new and extremely successful event was the 
“Breakfast with Santa”.  There were 160 people served at the breakfast.  
 
Because of the hard work from volunteers, the church ended the year financially in the black.  The 
Stewardship Ministry Co-Chairs would like to extend a heart-felt thank you to all those who stepped 
forward and worked so hard at the fundraisers, which make the fundraisers a success.  As the year 
passed, the size of the congregation started to increase again, which has helped the financial situation 
of the church. 
 
Stewardship will continue to look for aids to help the congregation give sufficient to support the 
church’s programs without depending on fundraisers.  As it has been said before (Luke 12:34), “Where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also”.  God bless to all the folks at St. Luke’s.  
 
Jean O’Handley & Roger Cooke 
Stewardship Ministry Co-chairs 
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Communications Report 

 
The Communications Ministry for St Luke’s United has built its structure around supporting the needs 
of the church and the community.   
 
Church 
 
The church has many touch points in which Communications has supported the needs for few and 
many.  A new computer was supplied for Annika upon her arrival.  To support Lisa in the office, a 2-line 
phone was set up.  The church office was wired for Wi-Fi providing this reliable connection to staff, 
parishioners and visitors.  We continue to utilize the projector for our weekly services. The various 
bulletin boards in the church are monitored for out of date notices.  In December an ad for our 
Christmas services was placed in the Masthead News. The Ministry kept the sign in front of the church 
up to date. Our Facebook page [www.facebook.com/stlukesunited] has come alive and members are 
encouraged to check it regularly. 
 
Community 
 
St Luke’s is seen as a strong presence in the community.  Communications has supported our facilities 
needs for various concerts, plays and community events throughout the year.   
   
Forward Planning for 2016 
 
The Communications Council is always planning into the future.  We work towards meeting the 
requests of the church and the community.  A couple of areas of advancement/improvement focused 
on in 2016 are: 
 
Additional speakers have been purchased for the sanctuary to help provide clarity for the services and 
community events for people seated on the side sections of the sanctuary. They will be permanently 
mount as soon as we determine the ideal placement. 
 

The testing and implementation for the best plan forward to provide a screen which can be viewed by 
the choir.  This helps the choir partake and recognize the information being displayed on the projector, 
which otherwise is not seen by participates in the choir loft. 
 

Ongoing development of the church website.  This aspect of our presence in the World Wide Web 
requires a unique talent that is yet to be sourced or trained to support.  
 
We want to take this opportunity to say thank you to all that have supported the Communications 
Ministry in 2015.  Your help is always welcomed and appreciated. 
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Property Report 

 
For St. Luke’s it has been a year of change, challenge, and healing.  It has also been a challenging time 
for the Property Ministry. We have accomplished much in 2015. 
 
Volunteers are at the heart of Property Ministry activities. Co Facilitator Charlie O’Handley started the 
year in Property and moved to another Ministry as Jim MacDonald joined us as Co Facilitator. We also 
have a reliable team of volunteer custodians who have provided fantastic service to St. Luke’s in 2015, 
including removing last winter’s record snowfall from all the entrances and walkways. In addition to 
custodial services our volunteer team also provides support for major event setup and take down, and 
completed countless minor repairs and maintenance items.   
 
In early 2015, the Property Ministry assumed responsibility for booking facility rentals. With the help of 
Mark Zwicker and Jim Sutherland we moved our paper based booking system to a Google Calendar 
based setup that has allowed us to have on line access to the booking calendars and provide faster and 
more accurate information to potential rental clients. This proved to be very useful. It was a very busy 
year for rentals. We have taken on new regular renters in 2015 as well as welcoming the return of the 
Bay Chorale to St. Luke’s. There was a successful partnership with the annual Peggy’s Cove Arts Festival 
and a busy schedule of training and polling rentals for Elections Canada. In summary, our church is 
busier than ever meeting the needs of the congregation and the community.  
   
In late 2014 we completed our new cistern based water system. Early in 2015 we replaced the iron 
stained toilets with new low flush volume models. Throughout 2015 the new water system has 
performed well, supplying us with a reliable source of clean water. The cost of water has been in line 
with our budget estimate even though we have had a very busy year.   
 
In the fall we entered into an agreement with the Peggy’s Cove Festival of the Arts group to provide 
space for a shed on our property. The shed has been built and we have access to some storage space.  
 
Our Future Vision 
  
Our plans to make St. Luke’s a more environmentally friendly facility are still on going. Financial 
constraints in 2015 have prevented us from pursuing the renovation of the original 1965 church 
building to bring it up to modern energy efficiency standards. The Ecology Action Centre has been a 
partner in this project and they have experienced budget cuts this year that have impacted their ability 
to proceed. We look forward to putting this project back on course as soon as possible.  
 
In 2016 we would like to complete some minor renovations that will allow us to provide a more 
efficient and accessible storage area. This will be necessary to clear stored items from the Upper Hall 
and FRC when we proceed with our renovation project. We are also planning to do some landscaping 
around the building to improve the appearance of the grounds.  
 
Throughout 2016 our goal is to provide a clean, well maintained facility for the use of St. Luke’s 
congregation as well as the greater community.  To do this we require the support of the congregation 
and the time and skills of our many volunteers. 
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Our Property Ministry pledges to you, the congregation, that every effort will be made to provide the 
good stewardship that Saint Luke’s United Church deserves.   
 
Submitted by, 
Jim MacDonald & Brian Pugh 
 

Romans 12:4-7 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same 
function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having 
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 
if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 
 

 

 

Presbytery Report 

 
At the beginning of 2015, Chris Binns and I were the representatives to Presbytery for St. Luke’s. As a 
result of the difficulties that were encountered with the pastoral relationship, we felt it was better that 
we step away from representing St. Luke’s. Since we both chaired committees on Presbytery, we were 
made members-at-large of the Executive so that we could continue our functions. Since then, St. Luke’s 
has not had representation but we have tried to indirectly provide support, as we were able. It is 
hoped that two members of St. Luke’s will give serious consideration to agreeing to take on this 
important role.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Harley Grimmer 
 

 

 

Trustees Report 

 
2015 was a year of transition for the Trustees. Anne Grimmer, Harley Grimmer and Betty Bailly have 
tendered their resignations. To them we extend a very sincere thank you for their service to St Luke’s. 
The current trustees are David Robertson, Jim Sutherland and Dave Draper. 
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Nominations Report for 2015 

 
Facilitators:                          
 
Worship                               Wendy Thompson, Ron Bailly 
 
Pastoral Care                     -- 
 
Faith Formation                 Rev. Kathi Zwicker, Debbie MacIntyre                                      
 
Outreach                            Ruth Anne Sutherland, Marilynn MacDonald    
                
Fellowship                          Lori Dwyer, Christiane Lonergan 
 
Freedom Renewal Centre -- 
 
Stewardship                       Ruth Strubank, Roger Cooke 
 
Communication                 Jim Sutherland, Scott Thompson  
 
Property                             Brian Pugh, Charlie O'Handley 
                                        
Administration                    ___________________________  
      
Treasurer                            Kris Stover 
  
Trustee                               Jim Sutherland 
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Administration Report 

 
2015 was a year of extraordinary turbulence and change in Administration for St Luke’s.  During the first 
half of the year we experienced the resignation of the Office Administrator, the Facilitator of 
Administration, and the termination of the Pastoral Relationship with the Minister.   During the period we 
experienced administrative, financial, and emotional turmoil which was upsetting to all concerned.  The 
financial situation during the first half of 2015 could only be described as very worrying. 
   

From the end of January through mid-September, when we were without admin support, the extra 
workload on all Ministries and the inconvenience to the congregation was substantial.  It was only with the 
dedication of every member of Council and countless volunteer hours that we were able to carry on with 
keeping minimum office services and admin support available.  For that effort we are profoundly grateful.    
 

Fortunately, as the old saying goes, Tough times don’t last but tough people do.  Thankfully we were able to 
rectify the admin support situation in September with the hiring of Lisa McElman as Admin Assistant.  Lisa 
dug in immediately and her personal and organizational skill has been a welcome and uplifting addition to 
St Luke’s.   
 

Following quickly upon the replacement of Admin support, we were joined by Annika Sangster as our new 
minister appointed by Presbytery for a period of one year starting October 1, 2015.  Annika’s calm and 
cooperative approach has been a welcome addition to all aspects of life at St Luke’s and she has been a 
blessing for which we are very thankful. 
 

The construction project for water system replacement, which started during 2014, was completed during 
early 2015.  This project was funded by a loan of $50,000 from the Halifax Presbytery Church Extension 
Board.  This project has enabled St Luke’s to have good drinking water for the first time in years.  The final 
activity of the construction was the replacement of all the toilets with low-flow units during January and 
February 2015.  This part of the project has resulted in reduced water consumption.  Payments on the loan 
come from the contributions of members to the Building Fund.  The balance of the loan at year-end 2015 is 
$46,236 for a term of nine more years, but because of a system of interest rebates, the term may be 
reduced.  A second $50,000 loan approved by the congregation during 2014 is for much needed energy-
saving upgrades to the Upper Hall.  This construction was put on hold due to financial uncertainty and will 
be reassessed when financial conditions allow. 
 

Rental revenue remained strong during 2016 and we are grateful for the support of all of our community 
partners.  One of our long term renters, the St Marguerite Bourgeoys Parish, is expected to move to their 
new church during the first half of 2016.  We have included this change in our 2016 budget estimates.  We 
thank them for many years of support and wish them the very best in their new church home. 
 

The financial comeback during the last half of 2015 has been truly remarkable.   As a result of solid support 
of Council by taking strong but difficult action on revenue and expenses and the response of members of St 
Luke’s to “Minute for Stewardship” appeals, we were able to recover from the deep deficit of the first half 
of the year to finish the year in a break-even position.   
We thank everyone for their support through the ups and downs of 2015.  You have given us confidence 
that with God’s help and with your continued support we will successfully meet the challenges of 2016. 
 

Kris Stover 
 

For Ministry of Administration 
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Financial Reports 
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Nominations for 2016 

 
The nomination team of Ruth Anne Sutherland, Annika Sangster and Charlie O’Handley submit the 
following list of names for the designated positions, in St Luke’s United Church for the year 2016. Other 
names may be added to the list prior to the AGM, Feb. 7,2016. 
 
Council Facilitators: 
 
Administration -- Charlie O’Handley 
Communication -- Scott Thompson 
Faith Development -- MJ Laing 
Fellowship -- Lori Dwyer 
Freedom Renewal Center -- vacant 
Outreach -- Marilyn MacDonald 
Pastoral Care -- Debbie MacIntyre 
Property -- Brian Pugh, Jim Mac Donald 
Worship -- Wendy Thompson, Dave Staples 
Chair -- vacant 
 
M&P Committee: 
                                                 
Marilyn MacDonald  
Naomi Stewart  
Dave Draper  
2 Vacant positions remaining 
 
Trustees: 
 

David Robertson 
Jim Sutherland 
Dave Draper 

 
Search Committee:  
 

Dave Staples 
Debbie MacIntyre 
Diane Murdock 
Jean O’Handley     
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Minutes from Congregational Meetings: 
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